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Annual Business Meeting.
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Legislative Council Chamber, Halifa.r, 8th November, 1897.

The President, Dr. Gilpin, in the chaiv :

—

The President addressed the Institute, as follows :

—

"Gentlemen,—I have much pleasure in opening? another session of

the Institute, and trust that our meetings will V>e successful and our

papers more numerous. We have held our own in numbers, and have

maintained our position among our sister societies.

The Institute had recently to mourn the removal, by death, of our

friend and Piesident, Dr. Lawson, and we have now to def)lore the loss

froni'o'ir ranks of Rev. Dr. Patterson. It is true that he was not as

intimately and directly connected with our work as Dr. Laws'^n. This,

however, was our loss, for he had eminently the Academician mind, and,

had his other pursuits permitted, his services to the Institute would have

been both great and distinguished. His thirst after knowledge, his

assiduity in collecting facts, his faculty of assimilation, would, if directed

specially to any of the objects of the Institute, have given him a most

cherished position among us.

George Patterson was born in Pictou, April 30th, 1824, and, on his

mother's side, was a grandson of the Reverend Doctor McGregor, a r.anie

famous in the annals of Presbyterianism in Pictou County. What
Pictou County in particular, and generally the Province, owe him has

(xcv)
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been well told by his grandson, the subject of these remarks. His boyish

education was received at Pictou in a school noted for inculcating

tjioroughness and perseverance as the foundation stones of scholarship.

He completed his academic studies at Dalhousie College, and removing

to Edinburgh, studied theology at the United Presbyterian Theological

Hall.

Returning to his native land, he entered ui)on his clerical duties at

Greenhill, in the County of Pictou, and ministered to his congregation

until 1879, when he resigned his charge and removed to New Glasgow.

Assiduous and gentle, while upholding firmly the doctrines of his Church,

his consistent discharge of his parochial duties endeared him to all who

looked up to him as a spiritual guide.

To the general public, however, he was best known as a biographer

and historian. At the age of nineteen, in the year 1843, he estal)lished

and edited the Ea>^tern Chroiticb'. This paper is still publislied, and is

one of tlie most influential of our Provincial weeklies.

In 1S50, he became editor of the ]\Iit<si<>unr// lifcortl of the Presby-

terian Church In Nova Scotia, a periodical which, after jiassing through

several changes, is now known to us as the Preshiiterian Record.

During his association with tlie organ of liis church, he was outspoken

in sui»port of the better moral life of the ijeoj^le, and esi)ecially urged the

duty of missionary work.

It is impossible for me to give here details of his writings. I may

mention the " Life and Labors of Dr. Kcir," " Memoir of Rov. Dr.

McCiregor," two histories of Pictou County. Pi inceton University con-

ferred on )iim the degree of Doctor of Divinity, in recogidtion of the

ability he displayed in his only theological work on the " Doctrine of the

Trinity underlying the Revelation of Redemption," published in 1870.

As a contributor to the literature of missions, in addition to numerous

newspaper and magazine articles, he published, in 1864, the " Memoirs

of Johnstone and Matheson ;" in 1882, the '« Life of the Reverend John

Geddie," and in 188 1, an essay on missions called " The Heathen World."

In 1889 Dr. Patterson was elected a fellow of the Royal Society of

Canada, and in 1896 Dalhousie University conferred on him the degree

of Doctor of Laws. This degree was fittingly conferred on one of her

oldest students who gave the good fruit of a mind which retained and

adorned the education of its Alma Mater.



president's address. xcvu

I am informed that ever active and industrious, he had recently

completed a History of the Fathers of the Presbyterian Church in

Nova Scotia.

Dr. Patterson's work in science was subsidiary to his historical labors,

and necessarily lessened in amount. He was naturally interested in

Archapology, and in this respect conferred a favor on the Province by

making a large collection of articles illustrating the life of our Indians

in prehistoric days. He presented this valuable collection to Dalhousie

College, where it is available to all students of the subject, and described

it in a paper read before the Institute.

Asa historian his attention was naturally drawn to the alterations

which languages have undergone in consequence of changes of environ-

ment. On tliis subject he published papers in the Transactions of the

American Folk Lore Society, of the Royal Society of Canada, and in our

Proceedings. We owe to his historical interest not only the valuable

historical papers published in the Transactions of the Royal Society of

Canada, and the Nova Scotia Historical Society, but also such ethnologi-

cal pajiers as " The Beothiks," published by the Royal Society, and

geograpliical i)ai)erssuch as "The Magtlalen Islands," in our Transactions,

and " Sable Island," in those of the Royal Society.

A full list of his publications down to 1894 may be found in the

Transactions of the Royal Society for that year, and a list of his subse-

quent papers will probably be published by the same Society.

Dr. Patterson was noted for his diligence in collecting facts, and for

the amount of research he expended on every subject he took up.

Few for instaueie, who read a history of one of our counties, realize

tliiiL these auiials of recent times re([uire an enormous amount of work in

collection of tl.ita, and nearly as much more in the sei)aration and accre-

tion of the essential. Similarly his Folk Lore papers gave evidence of

most minute and piuiistaking en(iuiry.

Scholarly in his sermons, keen and tenacious in his editorial work,

painstaking in his researches and polished in his writings, he has shown

what can be done by the student, even when confined by fate to an out-

lying district of the literary and scholastic world. His example is a

good one for all to follow, if not to surpass ; and his work in its way was

|)erform('d precisely as our work as members of the Institute of Science

shoidd be performed, that is by patient enquiry and research, followed
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by prompt publication, for facts known to tlic individual are buried

unless made public.

As Dr. Patterson died during the recess of the Institute, I took u[»on

myself as expressing the feelings of the members to request the Corres-

ponding Secretary to convey to the family of the deceased our syrni)athy

with them in their loss, and a«ked him to rejuesent the Institute at

the funeral.

Among the events of interest to the Institute last year may be

mentioned the visit of the Royal Society. They left, as a memento, the

handsome tablet on the walls of this Chamber, commemorating the land-

fall of Cabot. The result of impartial investigations leatls to an apparently

well founded belief that the iiistory of English domain on this continent

had its opening page on the romantic shores of Cape IJreton.

The Provincial Exhibition, from the standpoint of this Institute, was

remarkable for what it did not exhibit. Advantage should be taken of

such occasions by the Provincial Government to teach people something

new and practically valuable. Each year some subject should be taken

up and illustrated. A display of insects injurious to the farmer or fruit-

grower, giving their life history, changes, food, etc., and the remedies

would serve for a number of teaching exhibits. In a similar manner the

subject of soils, fertilizers, etc. The more advanced .systems of fishing,

curing fish, etc., in other countries. Every one can add to this list. I

believe that the Provincial (Jovernment would Hnd their efl'orts in these

directions well appreciated, and the material in many instances would be

permanently available for their agricultural schools and for museums-

This matter may be worth your consideration, and you may see an oppor-

tunity to otter assistance to the Government in [u-eparing and advancing

such exhibits.

These remarks on the Provincial Exhibition of a few days lead our

thoughts to our permanent Provincial Exhibition, the Museum. It may

be the case that Nova Scotians as a body retain the old fashioned idea

that a museum should be a collection of curiosities. If so, it is the duty

of the Institute to educate them to a better understanding. As you arc

aware, several representations have been made to the Crovernment as to

the importuice of a modern museum, and its value from an educational

as well as an economic standpoint. I think that the necessity of action

has been conceded by the Government, but the provision from a fixed

revenue for ever increasing jiublic wants renders it difficult to provi<le

funds for a new building.
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As a preparation for the new state of affairs, which must come, ami

as a means of partly meeting the present want, it has been suggested

that the collections should be reorganised.

The estaVdishment of a museum, taking the word in its wide and

pro|ier sense, is an expensive undertaking bey( lul the means of a Pro-

vincial Government. In our ])osition a much more limited deKnition of

the word would be most useful and cost but little. If the Museum were

restricted to the collection and exhibition of material [lurdy Provincial, it

would be valuable and practically without cost. A museum, illustrating

the natural resouices of the Province, of the ocean, the woods, the soil,

the minerals, and the manufactures depending on them, would be a credit

to the country and city, and of untold interest and value to visitors and

capitalists who could see at a glance what we had to offer. A scheme

such as this should meet general approval, and still better could be made

at a very small cost.

There is in the Museum much material which, interesting in itself,

is of little scientitic or teaching value, as it is incomplete. This could

be <'iven or traded with other institutions for material needed for com-

pleting or supplementing local collections. I know, as a matter of fact>

that there are numlers of people in the Province who would V)e ready to

contribute to a practical exposition of our resources as outlined above.

Some slight work has been done in the way of re-arranging and

labeling the more important collections, but they have been seriously

drawn uiion for various foreign exiiibitions, and require renewal. The

Mining Society of Nova Scotia has already taken an interest in this

matter conjointly with the Institute, and these two bodies may see their

way to effect improvements in addition to those already made.

The following papers have been communicated to the Institute during

the past year :

—

Two papers by Professor McGregor on the Relation of the Physical

Properties of Solutions to their State of Ionization.

Recent discoveries regarding the young and eggs of fishes, by

Dominion Fishery Commissioner Prince.

The botany of the vicinity of Halifax, by Rev. r>rother Peter.

Measurements of two F>eothuk skulls by Mr. W. H. Prest.

New arrangements in sailing gear, by Charles Twining.

Some analyses of Nova Scotia coals and minerals, by the President.
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Note, on Calcareous Alg«, by Dr. MaeKay, a„d by Mr. Harry Piers

on Nova Scotia Zoology.

Supplementary note on Venus, by Principal Cameron

Phenological observations by Dr. MaeKay, and Rainfall of 1896 by

City Engineer Doane.
^ ^r i

At the last n,eeti„R two papers were read by title one by Dr. Murphy

ou the tides of the Kay of Fandy, and one by Professor but er on the

water supply of Nova Scotia towns. Dr. Murphy has l-™-'» ° »™

plel* hi paper during the present sess.on, and, no doubt Profe.= or

n tier wil have his paper completed shortly. I may remark that

has left Kings College, Windsor, to «1 the chair of mathemat.cs at the

Military College, Kingston.

During the past year we have continued U, add to our valuab

lihrary, fuller details of which can be given by the L.brar.an. A large

mber of the exchanges have been arranged -1 •"-
;;^^';;3:

plain, but strong and serviceable. Through the k.ndness of the autho

ieso Dalhousi: College we have been allowed the use »«

^^ '^/

with shelving, etc., so that the more important of our exchanges are

readily accessible for reference and study."

,r
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